detached   them   from   their   country   and   its    legitimate Sovereign,  but made their individual   interests hostile and totally   opposite   to   that   of   the   German   commonwealth, transforming  them   also   from   independent    princes   into vassals   of   France),   both   directly   increased   his   already gigantic power, and indirectly encouraged him to  extend it beyond  what his  most sanguine  expectation  had induced him to hope.   I do not make this assertion from a mere supposition in consequence  of ulterior occurrences.    At a supper with Madame Talleyrand last March,  I  heard her husband,   in   a  gay,   unguarded,   or   perhaps  premeditated moment,   say, when mentioning his proposed   journey   to Italy, " I prepared myself to pass the Alps last October at Mentz.   The first ground-stone of the throne of Italy was, strange as it may seem, laid on the banks of the Rhine: with such an extensive foundation, it must be difficult to shake, and impossible  to   overturn it."   We were,  in the whole, twenty-five persons at  table when he spoke   thus, many of whom, he well knew, were intimately acquainted